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On April 30, security agents in Managua occupied the plant of the suspended newspaper LA
PRENSA for four hours, and confiscated copies of a leaflet printed on April 27. The leaflet was
addressed to members of foreign parliaments and congresses, more than 1,000 of whom were in
Managua for a convention of the World Interparliamentary Union. "This is not a newspaper, it's
greetings to the delegates, and we have no reason to ask permission," said Violeta Chamorro, part
of the family group that owns La Prensa. "If you think it is a protest, that's your affair. We consider
it a greeting." Capt. Nelba Cecilia Blandon, spokeswoman for the Interior Ministry, said the police
had entered La Prensa in search of evidence in a criminal investigation. "The ministry became
aware that certain pamphlets had been circulated with the logo of La Prensa, a newspaper that
has been suspended for reasons that are well known," she said. "We are conducting the pertinent
investigations." Members of several delegations went to La Prensa's office to express support. A
Dutch delegation arrived while the police were still there and was turned away. Members of the
French andBelgian parliaments arrived later and met with Mrs. Chamorro. The full text of the
leaflet read, "Today, as we observe the 306th day since we were arbitrarily shut down `in accordance
with higher orders' from the Sandinista government, La Prensa greets the members of the World
Parliamentary Union and demands that the free world and the democrats who are visiting us join
the clamor of Nicaraguans who demand freedom of the press." The leaflet carried the logo of La
Prensa and a photo of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal, who was slain in 1978 by Somoza. "It
seems to me the most enormous kind of public relations mistake by the government," said one of
the editors, Carlos Hollman. "Here they have more than 1,000 people visiting Managua who are
elected officials, they have President Ortega open the conference with a speech about how strongly
they believe in pluralism, and then they do something like this." La Prensa was closed in June
after some of its editors made statements abroad supporting U.S. military aid to the contras. The
government also charged that La Prensa was receiving money from the CIA. (Basic data from NEW
YORK TIMES, 05/01/87)
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